S94 ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

Frenchman, the American, and the German with
a bewildering sense that he is either mad or blind.

There is, however, a feature of English social
life which makes it interesting even despite itself.
England is an Empire. She has men fighting,
travelling, exploring, governing and acting as
her diplomatic agents in every corner of the
world. These men come and go through Lon-
don, and it is a rare dinner party, or drawing-
room function where one or more men are not
present who offer variety and interest as a mere
result of their experiences. They supply the
something new and fresh, without which any
Society becomes a very dull meeting of the same
people over the same bowl of gossip.

As in other walks in life here, competition is
keen. Lady A., or Lady B., or Mrs. Jones, or Mrs.
White, could neither attract nor compel people to
their houses night after night to meet over and
over again a few men and women drawn always
from the same knot of playmates. Just to ber
seen at Lady A/s, or at Mrs. Jones's would tempt
nobody after a certain time. London is far too
full of interesting things to do, lively people to
meet, and an unending variety of social and other
amusements, to make it worth anybody's while
to be entertained always in the same way by the
same small knot of people.